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THE FLYING SCOTSMAN
ALL ABOARD!

A SPECIALSouvenir Guide JUST FOR YOU!

The Flying Scotsman steam railway engine 

was built in 1923 (over 90 years ago) as a 

very powerful engine for express passenger 

trains from London to Scotland. It was named 

after a daily train from London to Edinburgh. 

The name is a good one because it was the 

first steam engine to officially reach 100 

miles per hour.  

Flying Scotsman spent most of its working 

life on the main line from London to 

Edinburgh and back. It was able to travel 

400 miles non-stop from one city to the 

other because of a special feature. On most 

steam engines it is not possible to get from 

the coaches onto the footplate (where the 

driver drives the engine) when the train is 

moving. But Flying Scotsman has a special 

tender with a corridor which runs through it, 

so the driver and fireman can walk through to 

the coaches and be replaced by a new driver 

and fireman without the train stopping.  

Flying Scotsman was withdrawn from 

main-line service in 1962, when steam 

engines were beginning to be seen as old-

fashioned and diesel locomotives were 

taking over. (Now diesel engines are 

beginning to be seen as old-fashioned and 

electric locomotives are taking over.) 

It might have been scrapped, but a 

successful businessman called Alan Pegler 

decided that it was too famous to scrap and 

so he bought it, and for some years ran it 

on the railway hauling special trains.

In 1969 it was decided that Flying Scotsman 

should be seen by more people, so it was loaded 

on a ship and taken to the United States of 

America, where crowds of people came to see it 

for two years. But Alan Pegler eventually ran 

out of money and again it seemed like it might 

be scrapped. 

Luckily another wealthy businessman, called 

Sir William McAlpine, stepped in and brought 

it back to Britain and got it running again. 

Next, between 1988 and 1990, it went off on 

a successful visit to Australia and was seen by 

many more people.

Back in Britain, although very famous, Flying 

Scotsman was becoming rather worn out. 

Although it was seen as too important to scrap 

it was too expensive for one person to run. 

So eventually, after a wide public appeal for 

funds, it was bought by the National Railway 

Museum, based in York, who now own it. They 

have spent time restoring it back to working 

order and last year it ran for the first time 

after its restoration.

This is the first time Flying Scotsman has run 

on the West Somerset Railway.  Everywhere 

it has gone crowds of people have come out to 

see it and it will be interesting to see if there 

are crowds out to see it here in Somerset. 

We expect that there will be!

MEET THE FLYING SCOTSMAN
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
CAn YOU FIND 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE PICTURES A ANd B?

B

MAKE as many NEW words of 3 or more letters from the 
WORDS THE FLYING SCOTSMAN.  If you manage 10 words 
or more, you are a high-speed genius!
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Whistle Stop!
How many whistles can you find on this side of your activity sheet?
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WHEN WAS THE FLYING SCOTSMAN BUILT?A.1917 B.1923 C.1950 D.1962
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